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STATEMENT OF ASSURANCE OF COMPLIANCE WITH FEDERAL LAW

The Michigan State Board of Education and Department of Treasury comply with all Federal
laws and regulations prohibiting discrimination and with all requirements and regulations of
the U.S. Department of Education. It is the policy of the Michigan State Board of Education

and Department of Treasury that no person on the basis of race, color, religion, national
origin or ancestry, age, sex, marital status, or handicap shall be discriminated against,
excluded from participation in, denied the benefits of, or otherwise be subjected to
discrimination in any program or activity for which they are responsible or for which they
receive financial assistance from the U.S. Department of Education.

Grateful acknowledgment is made for permission
to use the following copyrighted materials:

“Malcolm X,” from THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF MALCOLM X by Malcolm X and Alex
Haley, copyright © 1964 by Alex Haley and Malcolm X. Copyright © 1965 by Alex Haley and
Betty Shabazz. Used by permission of Random House, Inc.

“My Favorite Teacher” by Thomas L. Freidman. Copyright © 2001 by the New York Times Co.
Reprinted by permission.

The materials included herein are being distributed for the sole purpose of collecting data for
educational purposes and shall be used for no other purpose.

Copyright © 2003, held by the State Administrative Board, State of Michigan. All rights reserved. Printed in the U.S.A. No
part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means,
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without prior written permission.

Page 2


PetermanS
2


HST in ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS THEME: Lifelong Education

PART 2B

RESPONSE TO THE
READING SELECTIONS

DIRECTIONS:

Write a response to the scenario question that is stated in the box below. You may look back at both of
the reading selections to help you answer the question at the end of the following scenario.

Scenario:

Many adults, parents, and community leaders are concerned about the increase in the number of young
people who indicate that their own particular interests, such as computers, music, fashion, or even autos,
do not necessarily require formal coursework or schooling. You have been asked to contribute an essay
to a brochure that your school guidance department plans to publish about the importance of continued
learning and education.

Scenario Question:

What would you have to say about the value of lifelong education and learning? Your own ideas
and experiences may be used in your response, but you must refer to information and/or
examples from both of the reading selections in Part 2A of this test to be considered for full
credit. You must also show a connection across the two selections.

The lined space on pages 33—34 in this test booklet may be used for writing down ideas, organizing your
thoughts, or writing a rough draft. Use the checklist on page 35 to help you write your response. Page 36
contains the scorepoint descriptions used by readers to score your response. Nothing written in this
booklet will be scored.

THE FINAL COPY OF YOUR RESPONSE MUST BE WRITTEN IN YOUR PART 2 ANSWER
FOLDER STARTING ON PAGE 2.

Page 32 GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
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HST in ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS THEME: Lifelong Education

Holistic Scorepoint Descriptions
Part 2B: Response to the Reading Selections

Here is an explanation of what readers think about as they score your writing.

6

The student effectively synthesizes and applies key ideas, generalizations, and principles from
within each reading selection to support a position in response to the scenario question and
makes a clear connection between the reading selections. The position and connection are
thoroughly developed through the use of appropriate examples and details. There are no
misconceptions about the reading selections. There are strong relationships among ideas.
Mastery of language use and writing conventions contributes to the effect of the response.

The student makes meaningful use of key ideas from within each reading selection to support a
position in response to the scenario question and makes a clear connection between the reading
selections. The position and connection are well developed through the use of appropriate
examples and details. Minor misconceptions may be present. Relationships among ideas are clear
to the reader. The language is controlled, and occasional lapses in writing conventions are hardly
noticeable.

The student makes adequate use of ideas from within each reading selection to support a position
in response to the scenario question and makes a connection between the reading selections. The
position and connection are supported by examples and details. Minor misconceptions may be
present. Language use is correct. Lapses in writing conventions are not distracting.

The student makes adequate use of ideas from one reading selection OR makes partially
successful use of ideas from both reading selections to support a position in response to the
scenario question. The position is developed with limited use of examples and details.
Misconceptions may indicate only a partial understanding of the reading selections. Language
use is correct but limited. Incomplete mastery over writing conventions may interfere with
meaning some of the time.

The student makes partially successful use of ideas from one reading selection OR minimal use
of ideas from both reading selections to support a position in response to the scenario question.
The position is underdeveloped. Major misconceptions may indicate minimal understanding of
the reading selections. Limited mastery over writing conventions may make the writing difficult
to understand.

The student does not take a position on the scenario question but makes at least minimal use of
ideas from one or both of the reading selections to respond to the scenario question or theme OR
minimally uses ideas from only one of the reading selections to support a position in response to
the scenario question. Ideas are not developed and may be unclear. Major misconceptions may
indicate a lack of understanding of the reading selections. Lack of mastery over writing
conventions may make the writing difficult to understand.

Not ratable if:

A Retells or references the reading selections with no connection to the scenario question or theme
B Off topic

C Illegible/written in a language other than English

D Blank/refused to respond

E Responds to the scenario question with no reference to either of the reading selections

Page 36 STOP. DO NOT GO ON

UNTIL TOLD TO DO SO.



Part 2B: Response to the Reading Selections
Begin writing your final response here.
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Non-Scorable Code: E

This student responds to the scenario question, but does not reference either
of the reading selections.
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Part 2B: Response to the Reading Selections
Begin writing your final response here.
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Score Point: 1

This student references the scenario question, but only makes minimal use of
ideas from both reading selections, with no support for the position.
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Part 2B: Response to the Reading Selections
Begin writing your final response here.
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Score Point: 1

This student does not state a position and makes minimal use of ideas from
one reading selection (Malcolm X learned new words by having a
dictionary).
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Part 2B: Response to the Reading Selections
Begin writing your final response here.
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Score Point: 1

This student states a position and makes minimal use of ideas from one
reading selection (Malcolm X learned to read and write in prison).
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Part 2B: Response to the Reading Selections
Begin writing your final response here.
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Score Point: 2

This student states a position and makes minimal use of ideas from both
reading selections (People can learn from teachers or they could learn by

themselves).
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Part 2B: Response to the Reading Selections
Begin writing your final response here.
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Score Point: 2
This student states a position and makes partially successful use of ideas

from one of the reading selections (Like Malcolm X did in prison ... getting
better at understanding things and improvement on penmanship).
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Part 2B: Response to the Reading Selections
Begin writing your final response here.
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Score Point: 2

This student states an implied position and makes minimal use of ideas from

both of the reading selections (Mrs. Steinberg was a teacher who was hard
but good; Malcolm X had to learn on his own).
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Part 2B: Response to the Reading Selections
Begin writing your final response here.
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Score Point: 3

This student states a position and supports it with partially successful ideas
from both of the reading selections (Malcolm X knew that determination and
self-motivation were important ... taught himself to read and write while in
prison ... felt free even though he was in jail; Hattie knew that fundamentals
and details were important and taught this to her students).
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Part 2B: Response to the Reading Selections

Begin writing your final response here.
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Score Point: 3

This student states a position and supports it with partially successful use of
ideas from one of the reading selections (Malcolm X’s intelligence is due to
his determination, when imprisoned he copied the dictionary to expand his
vocabulary and writing skills). The student also recognizes a connection
between the two reading selections (they both believed in self-determination

and doing whatever necessary to better yourself).
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Part 2B: Response to the Reading Selections
Begin writing your final response here.
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IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE, CONTINUE ON THE NEXT PAGE.
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Score Point: 3

This student states a position and supports it with partially successful and
adequate use of ideas from both of the reading selections. The attempted
connection between the two reading selections (Malcolm X and Friedman
would probably agree that people can learn at any times during their lives) is
a restatement of the theme (Lifelong Education).

15


PetermanS
15


Part 2B: Response to the Reading Selections
Begin writing your final response here.
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Score Point: 4

This student’s response states a position and supports it with the use of ideas
from both of the reading selections, although it has two misconceptions. The
student recognizes a connection between the two reading selections (both
Malcolm X and the journalist never gave up on learning new things).
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Part 2B: Response to the Reading Selections
Begin writing your final response here.
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Score Point: 4

This student states a position and supports it with adequate use of ideas from
both reading selections, and makes a connection between the two reading

selections (one can pursue his or her goals with passion and dedication).
17
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Part 2B: Response to the Reading Selections
Begin writing your final response here.
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IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE, CONTINUE ON THE NEXT PAGE.
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IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE, CONTINUE ON THE NEXT PAGE.
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Score Point: 4

This student states a position, supports it with adequate use of ideas from
both of the reading selections and makes a connection between the two
reading selections (both say it was those fundamentals and dedicated
adherence to them that shaped the people they would become).
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Part 2B: Response to the Reading Selections
Begin writing your final response here.
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Score Point: 5

This student states a position, supports it with meaningful use of key ideas
from both of the reading selections and recognizes a clear, contrasting
connection between the two reading selections (Malcolm X showed the
importance of self-motivation on learning and My Favorite Teacher
emphasized the importance of outside influences on learning). While there is
a very clear, contrasting connection in the first paragraph, the attempt at the
connection in the last paragraph is simply a restatement of the theme.
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Part 2B: Response to the Reading Selections
Begin writing your final response here.
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Score Point: 5

This student states a position, supports it with meaningful use of key ideas
from both of the reading selections and recognizes several clear connections
between the two reading selections (both had to show discipline and
dedication to learn from the things around them and apply them to their own

lives).
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Part 2B: Response to the Reading Selections
Begin writing your final response here.
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Score Point: 6

This student states a position, supports it by effectively applying key ideas
from both of the reading selections and makes a clear connection between
the two reading selections (both Malcolm X and Friedman show that with
basic fundamentals in life and determination, you can achieve your goals).
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Part 2B: Response to the Reading Selections
Begin writing your final response here.
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Score Point: 6

This student states a position, supports it by effectively synthesizing key
ideas from both of the reading selections and makes a clear connection
between the two reading selections (both Malcolm X and Steinberg believed
in starting with the fundamentals, which will carry on with them forever, and
pursuing your goals with passion and dedication).
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